
Hello and good afternoon NHERI GSC, 
 
 

Thank you to all who attended our August General Meeting on August 18, 

2023. During our meeting, we heard from Dr. Sumeet Kumar Sinha, 

Assistant Professor in the Department of Civil Engineering 

at the Indian Institute of Technology Delhi, who shared his 

presentation on Liquefaction-Induced Downdrag on Axially 

Loaded Piles. 
 

Below you will find the minutes from today's session: 

 

• Announcements 

o Welcome to all new NHERI GSC members! 
 

o Events and Activities: 

o NHERI User Forum Survey: During today's meeting, we heard 

from Maggie Leon-Corwin about the NHERI User Forum Survey 

that seeks to understand user satisfaction with NHERI services. 

As Maggie shared, the feedback of graduate students is very 

important to NHERI. Please take a moment to provide your 

feedback on NHERI services and user experiences that you have 

encountered in the last year. Use this link to access the 
survey. The survey takes between 8 to 10 minutes to complete. 

o NHERI Executive Committee Meeting: September 1st from 11am 

- 12pm (CT) on Zoom. The Executive Committee Meeting is 

required for Executive Committee members; GSC members are 

invited to attend. 

o Invite Your Peers to NHERI GSC! Do you know other students 

who study natural hazards? If so, invite them to join NHERI GSC 

today! We have attached a flyer that you can share with your 

department and/or directly with interested students. Questions? 

Contact Julie Elliott at jhe@udel.edu.  

 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fousurvey.qualtrics.com%2Fjfe%2Fform%2FSV_8CaHcD2ZqBoIpyC%3FQ_CHL%3Dqr&data=05%7C01%7Crobin.nelson%40utsa.edu%7C44eabfd71fed474669f408dba01ba475%7C3a228dfbc64744cb88357b20617fc906%7C0%7C0%7C638279813387811282%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mU3WsfGKyXGU1mb4w27Js3e9CCdFrXHQAxGu1s6RHrA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fousurvey.qualtrics.com%2Fjfe%2Fform%2FSV_8CaHcD2ZqBoIpyC%3FQ_CHL%3Dqr&data=05%7C01%7Crobin.nelson%40utsa.edu%7C44eabfd71fed474669f408dba01ba475%7C3a228dfbc64744cb88357b20617fc906%7C0%7C0%7C638279813387811282%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mU3WsfGKyXGU1mb4w27Js3e9CCdFrXHQAxGu1s6RHrA%3D&reserved=0
mailto:jhe@udel.edu


o NHERI GSC September General Meeting: September 15th from 

11am - 12 pm (CT) on Zoom. 

o NHERI GSC NSF Proposal: NHERI GSC is applying for funding 

through the National Science Foundation. If you are interested in 

getting involved in the proposal writing process, please contact 

Eliot Nichols at enichols9@gatech.edu or Nurullah Bektas 

at nurullahbektas@hotmail.com. 

o Get involved: 

▪ To view a calendar of events, please visit the Events page of 

the NHERI GSC website. 

▪ If you are interested in any of the working 

groups and getting involved with one please 

reach out to the Chair or Vice-Chair of those 

groups, all of which are listed in the table at 

the bottom of this email. 

• NHERI GSC Website: For more information on events, initiatives, and 

important resources related to NHERI GSC. Visit this 

page: www.designsafe-ci.org/learning-center/nheri-graduate-
student-council. 

• Today's Speaker: Dr. Sumeet Kumar Sinha, Assistant 

Professor in the Department of Civil Engineering at 

the Indian Institute of Technology Delhi, shared his 

interesting presentation on Liquefaction-

Induced Downdrag on Axially Loaded Piles. Thank 

you, Dr. Sinha, for the engaging presentation! A recording 
of Dr. Sinha's talk will be available on NHERI ECO YouTube Channel. 
You may connect with Dr. Sinha via email at sksinha@civil.iitd.ac.in. 

• Welcome to New Members! 

o Aaron Dewar 

o Mojtaba Harari 

o Dikshita Nath 

o Nitin Tiwari 

o Md Asad Ahmad 

o Darshan Pokharel 

o Keely Patelski 
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o Jay Balagna 

 Working Group Leadership and Contact 

Working 

Group 

Chair & 

Vice-Chair 
Contact 

Workshop & 

Mentoring 

Jasmine 

Bekkaye 
jbekka1@lsu.edu 

Olaniyi 

Afolayan 
oda0002@auburn.edu 

Diversity, 

Equity, & 

Inclusion 

Maggie Webb maggiewebb@vt.edu 

Harman Singh Harmansingh1412@gmail.com 

Research 

Taylor Heath theath@sas.upenn.edu 

Rakesh 

Salunke 
rakesh.salunke@students.jsums.edu 

Networking & 

Community 

Saman 

Khedmatgozar 
skhed004@fiu.edu 

Ashray 

Saxena 
saxena_ashray@utexas.edu 

Membership 
Julie Elliott jhe@udel.edu  

Elliot Nichols enichols9@gatech.edu 

Technology & 

Communication 

Niko Grisel 

Todorov 
todorov@chapman.edu 

Mostafa 

Ebrahimi 

mebrahi@siue.edu 

 

 

Thank you all for your time and attention. Have a great weekend! 

 

-- 

Julie Elliott, M.S. (she, her, hers) 

NHERI GSC Vice-Secretary 

University of Delaware 

Doctoral Student, Disaster Science & Management 

Affiliate, Disaster Research Center 

Graduate Teaching Assistant, Biden School of Public Policy & Administration 
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LinkedIn 

 

Attendance: 
Robin Nelson 

Anthony Reynaga 

Olaniyi Diran Afolayan 

Tay Heath 

Victor Semenu’s iPhone 

Summit Kumar Sinha 

Richard Campos 

Mikias (mgw285) 

Jasmine Bekkaye 

Maggie Leon-Corwin 

Jordan Nakayama 

Morufu Olalekan's OtterPilot 

Esteban Villalobos Vega 

Margaret (Maggie) Webb 

Keely Patelski 

anamika malla 

Connor Pezeshk 

Harman Singh 

Elliot Nichols 

Nurullah Bektas 

ASHRAY SAXENA 

Teye Yevuyibor 

Maria Porada 

Jay Balagna 

Chengxin 

Nilima 

Peter 

Zane Hallowell Schemmer 

Rajendra Gautam 

Jenny Russell 

Raimi Morufu Olalekan 

Emmaleah 

Julie Elliott 

Asad Ahmad 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fin%2Fjuliehagenelliott%2F&data=05%7C01%7Crobin.nelson%40utsa.edu%7C44eabfd71fed474669f408dba01ba475%7C3a228dfbc64744cb88357b20617fc906%7C0%7C0%7C638279813387811282%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ck1YkktsHR8rdj%2BtKtCZhvMl%2F1NhQwZXwkAn8qkaA0c%3D&reserved=0


Sohel Rana 

Niko Grisel Todorov (ntodorov) 

Avipriyo Chakraborty 

Matthew’s Phone 

Tay's Android 

Daniel Adeleke 

Asad 

Amber Spears 

 


